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A SECRÉTAIRE 
BY THEODOR COMMER 
WITH PANELS 
CONTAINING WAX 
FIGURES BY CASPAR 
BERNHARD HARDY
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1. Cologne Cathedral.

2, 3, 4. Caspar Bernhard 
Hardy, Portrait of Goethe, 
marble. Private collection.
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“... They deserve to be 
shown in some museum 
in Cologne for they clearly 
demonstrate that here 
we are in the city of Rubens, 
in the Lower Rhine, where 
colour has always dominated 
and exalted works of art” 
Johann Wolfgang von Goethe

5. Theodor Commer 
(1773 - 1853), 

Secrétaire, 
cherrywood, mahogany, 

gilded brass, 
cm 225 x 145 x 52,5; 

Caspar Bernhard Hardy 
(1726 -1819), 

wax figures.
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6. Xaver Steifensand 
after E. Mengelberg, 

Portrait of 
Ferdinand Franz Wallraf.

7. Berlin Porcelain 
Manufactory, 
modelled by F. E. Meyer, 
Bust of Voltaire, biscuit.

8. Caspar Bernhard Hardy, 
Portrait of Benjamin 
Franklin.

FOLLOWING PAGES
9. Caspar Bernhard Hardy, 
Boar Assailed by Greyhounds.

10. Caspar Bernhard Hardy, 
Diana.
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11. Caspar Bernhard Hardy, 
The Young Fishmonger.

12. Daniel Chodowiecki, 
A Painter’s Cabinet.
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13. Géraud Vidal 
after P. Davesne, 

Les cerises.

14. Caspar Bernhard 
Hardy, Child with a Cage 

and a Small Bird.
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25. Spring (A.19)

26. The Drummer (A.21)

27. Artemisia (A.8)

28. The Innkeeper (A.15)

29. Old Woman with a Basket of Bread (B.25)

30. The Frugal Peasant (B.3)

31. Young Woman with a Dog (B.18)

32. The Old Miser Woman (B.22)

33. Old Woman Reading (B.23)

34. The Mother (B.19)

35. Boar Assailed by Greyhounds (A.3)

36. The Patient Sick Man (B.5)

37. The Mathematician (A.14)

38. The Baby Jesus as Redeemer (A.9)

39. The Shepherdess (A.10)

40. Child with a Cage and a Small Bird (B.12)

41. Old Woman Reading (B.24)

42. Portrait of Benjamin Franklin (B.4)

43. The Sculptor (A.11)

44. The Mulatto Drummer (B.14)

45. The Girl Lute Player (A.12)

46. Sick Man Praying (B.11)

47. The Dying Man (B.6)

48. St. John of Nepomuk (A.23)

1. Boar Assailed by Greyhounds (B.26)

2. Portrait of a Prince Archbishop (B.7)

3. Diana (B.20)

4. The Jew (A.22)

5. The Frugal Peasant (A.1)

6. The Old Miser Woman (B.21)

7. Mary Magdalen (A.2)

8. St. Bruno (A.4)

9. The Patient Sick Man (A.5)

10. The Jew (B.1)

11. Portrait of a Gentelman in Priest’s Attire,

Hardy’s self-portrait (?) (B.10)

12. The Old Peasant with His Hands Together (B.9)

13. The Magician (A.6)

14. The Gypsy Woman (A.7)

15. Winter (A.20)

16. Savoyard with a Marmot (B.15)

17. The Mother (A.17)

18. The Drummer (B.16)

19. The Girl Lute Player (B.17)

20. The Grandmother (A.18)

21. Girl with a Basket (A.16)

22. Figure of an Old Man (B.2)

23. The Young Fishmonger (B.13)

24. The Dying Man (Rouseau) (B.8)

1 2 3

4 5 6

7 8 9

10 11 12

13 14 15

16 17 18

19 20 21

22 23 24

25 26 27

28 29 30

31 32 33

34 35 36

37 38 39

40 41 42

43 44 45

46 47 48

the numbers in parentheses are related to the lists A and B.
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An old man with his hands together, gazing at the sky, dressed in humble attire 

has the appearance of an allegory of patience or faith.

We can clearly detect the influence of Greuze’s painting here.

THE FRUGAL 
PEASANT 
dimensions cm 22.3 X 18.4
on the label Ein mit Weinigem zufrieden Dankbarer 3
(the words Nr. 6 also appear on the back)

A.1 / CABINET 5
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St. Bruno, founder of the Carthusian Order, was born in Cologne in around 

1030, lived in France and died in Italy. He was summoned to Rome 

by Pope Urban II, his erstwhile pupil in France, and established a Charterhouse 

in the Baths of Diocletian, the Certosa di Roma. He died in 1101 but was not 

canonised until 1623. Several elements in Hardy’s work are typical 

of the saint’s iconography (the skull, an arborescent crucifix, an olive branch). 

St. Bruno is generally portrayed wearing the white Carthusian habit rather 

than the grey habit that he sports here1. His bald head and strong features are 

reminiscent of an ancient prototype, the Slave of Ripa.

ST. BRUNO
dimensions cm 23.5 X 19
on the label Der wahre Fromme in dem Bildniß des H. Bruno Stifter der Carthaeuser 11
(the figure 8 also appears on the back)

A.4 / CABINET 8

The glass plate supporting the wax figure has trees painted on it. 

No. B.26 is another version of the same composition.

BOAR ASSAILED 
BY GREYHOUNDS
dimensions cm 23.4 X 18.5
on the label Ein wildes Schwein mit zwei Hetz Hunden 8

A.3 / CABINET 35

1 L. Réau, Iconographie 
de l’Art Chrétien, Paris, 
1958, III/1, pp. 249-250.
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The figure’s face is reminiscent of the model used for St. Bruno in no. A.4 

and for the portrait of the Prince Archbishop at no. B.7.

THE PATIENT SICK MAN
dimensions cm 22.8 X 19
on the label Ein mit heftigen Schmerzen gequält und geduldig ausharrender Kranker 12
(the figure 9 also appears on the back)

A.5 / CABINET 9




